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during evolution there have been several major changes in the way genetic information is organized and transmitted from one generation to the next these transitions include
the origin of life itself the first eukaryotic cells reproduction by sexual means the appearance of multicellular plants and animals the emergence of cooperation and of animal
societies this is the first book to discuss all these major transitions and their implications for our understanding of evolution clearly written and illustrated with many original
diagrams this book will be welcomed by students and researchers in the fields of evolutionary biology ecology and genetics

drawing on recent advances in evolutionary biology prominent scholars return to the question posed in a pathbreaking book how evolution itself evolved in 1995 john
maynard smith and ebrs szathmary published their influential book the major transitions in evolution the transitions that maynard smith and szathmary chose to describe all
constituted major changes in the kinds of organisms that existed but most important these events also transformed the evolutionary process itself the evolution of new levels
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of biological organization such as chromosomes cells multicelled organisms and complex social groups radically changed the kinds of individuals natural selection could act
upon many of these events also produced revolutionary changes in the process of inheritance by expanding the range and fidelity of transmission establishing new inheritance
channels and developing more open ended sources of variation maynard smith and szathmary had planned a major revision of their work but the death of maynard smith in
2004 prevented this in this volume prominent scholars including szathmary himself reconsider and extend the earlier book s themes in light of recent developments in
evolutionary biology the contributors discuss different frameworks for understanding macroevolution prokaryote evolution the study of which has been aided by
developments in molecular biology and the complex evolution of multicellularity

this book discusses several recent theoretic advancements in interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary integration in the field of evolution while exploring novel views the text
maintains a close link with one of the most broadly held views on evolution namely that of darwinian evolution this work puts forth a new point of view which allows
researchers to define in detail the concept of evolution to create this conceptual definition the text applies a stringent object based focus with this focus the editor has been
able to develop an object based pattern of evolution at the smallest scale subsequently this smallest scale pattern is used as an innovative basis for generalizations these
generalizations create links between biological darwinism and generalized darwinism the object based approach that was used to suggest innovations in the field of darwinian
evolution also allowed for contributions to other topics such as major evolutionary transitions theory the definition of life and the relationships between evolution self
organization and thermodynamics together the chapters of this book and the multidisciplinary reflections and comments of various specialists on these chapters offer an
exciting palette of innovative ideas

a collection of 47 articles this monograph addresses critical needs and promising practices in career development the articles written both by leaders and new comers in
career development offer extensive scholarship and new perspectives the volume is divided into six sections 1 foundations revisited 2 turbulence in career development what
changes are occurring in career development and why 3 how career development is responding to different client populations 4 innovative tools and techniques that maximize
the effectiveness of career development interventions 5 a look to the future of career development programs and practices and 6 a summing up and a leap to the future the
span and depth of the essays portray the wide range of career transitions and the growing impermanence of careers themselves such transitions are viewed as a natural
evolution and numerous strategies for changing jobs and for career development are provided here such disparate topics as transcultural career counseling education reform
career needs of individuals with disabilities personality disorders global relocation career development groups ethics in career counseling and a look to the future are covered
each article furnishes a short bibliography while an appendix offers special resources available related to career development rjm

this volume describes features of autonomy and integrates them into the recent discussion of factors in evolution in recent years ideas about major transitions in evolution are
undergoing a revolutionary change they include questions about the origin of evolutionary innovation their genetic and epigenetic background the role of the phenotype and
of changes in ontogenetic pathways in the present book it is argued that it is likewise necessary to question the properties of these innovations and what was qualitatively
generated during the macroevolutionary transitions the author states that a recurring central aspect of macroevolutionary innovations is an increase in individual organismal
autonomy whereby it is emancipated from the environment with changes in its capacity for flexibility self regulation and self control of behavior the first chapters define the
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concept of autonomy and examine its history and its epistemological context later chapters demonstrate how changes in autonomy took place during the major evolutionary
transitions and investigate the generation of organs and physiological systems they synthesize material from various disciplines including zoology comparative physiology
morphology molecular biology neurobiology and ethology it is argued that the concept is also relevant for understanding the relation of the biological evolution of man to his
cultural abilities finally the relation of autonomy to adaptation niche construction phenotypic plasticity and other factors and patterns in evolution is discussed the text has a
clear perspective from the context of systems biology arguing that the generation of biological autonomy must be interpreted within an integrative systems approach

social transition in china brings together the views of eleven chinese scholars as presented at the international symposium on socio economic transition and cultural
reconstruction in china these contributors combine first hand knowledge of china with study in the united states to provide qualified assessments of the social changes
brought about in china by the economic reform begun by deng xiaoping they examine the change to a free market a more democratic government and the modernization of

china through the details of political change the rural atmosphere and the attitudes held by the people of contemporary china
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